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Afr PO“M{';OM DEFINITION: a presence in the air which has

hariaful or poisomous <ffects

oW 2
According to a report made by the World Health Organisation (WHO) in 2012, three million
people world-wide died from air pollution-related health effects. One million of these people
were in China. OF the top 20 cities named worst in the world for air pollution, 16 are in
China, including the capital city, Beijing. The Air Quality ludex (AQI) is used by govermment
agancies to let the public know how polluted the air is. This index goes from 0-500, with O
meaning air quality is good, and 500 meaning air quality is hazardous. ln Bijing, a reading
of 355 was recorded - way beyond this index.

WHAT IS CAUSING [T?

The main cause of air pollution in China comes from the burning of coal to powser factories aund heat homes. Due to China's rapid 2conomic growth, the number

A thick cloud of brown smog covers Beijing

of factories has increased, and the rising population means there are more homes. There has also been a recent increase in the
wumber of vehicles in the country - as China has become wealthier, more people can afford their own cars. However, this is
also a coutributor to air pollution, as the burning of patrol or diesel forms pollutants which are released into the air.

WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS?
A thick cloud of brown smog can be seen coveriug cities that have high levels of air pollution. Flights regularly have to be
e~ caucelled and roads closed due to poor visibility caused by the smog. On days of heavy pollution, emergency measures are taken
[ which iuvolve factories and construction sites being ordered to close, bans on driving vehicles, and school closures. Teachers have

Many Chinese people now wear  fo live-stream their classes over the internet to students who have bean forced to stay at home due to the high pollution
masks fo reduce the amount of  [evals! A shorter lifespan has also been livked to air pollution. Childrew, the elderly, and those with respivatory problems such
Pollution they breathe in

as asthima are the most at risk.

ERE A SO ON?
Chiva has started to reduce the amount of coal it uses to power factories, and replace it with cleaner, renewable energy sources like wind farms and
hydroelectric power stations. Coal furnaces in homes have been converted to use natural gas, which is less harmful to the environment.





